
1 

 

A Right Royal Welcome 

Inside this issue: 

Welcome 2 

Events in school 3 

Shared Educa-
tion 

5 

Out and about 7 

Integration 8 

Meet the staff 14 

Dates for your 
diary 

16 

News In Brief 

 School formal held 
at the Hilton 

 New school build 
is well under way. 

 Integrated Educa-
tion Week was a 
huge success. 

 Lots of outings for 
pupils so far this 
year. 

 Prize Night was 
enjoyed by par-
ents and pupils. 

 Parkhall Youth 
Club is in full 
swing. 

P 
upils from 8k and Mrs McIver were 
thrilled to come face to face with 
Prince Harry and Megan Markle on 
23 March when they visited the Ei-

kon Exhibition Centre as part of the amazing 
the Space Peace Programme.  Amazing the 
Space is a youth led initiative funded by the 
Northern Ireland Executive Office that em-
powers young people to become ambassa-
dors for peace within their communities.  
Prince Harry launched the programme in 
September this year, therefore it was great 
they he could return to Northern Ireland, with 
his wife to be, for this event.  Having taken 
part in the programme last year and as part 
of the Integrated Education Month activities 
the school were keen to attend this event.  The pupils enjoyed watching 
many schools’ performances of  dance and music which  showcased how 
they are living out their peace pledges which they made last year. For the 
finale of the event Prince Harry and Megan joined the performers on stage 
and were presented with a picture of the peace tree, on which our school 
pledge hangs.  ‘The crowd of 2,500 pupils gave the couple a rapturous ap-
plause as they took photos and recordings for their own memories.    ‘We 
knew nothing about this and so were really excited when we were told they 
were coming’, said Corey Laverty, 8k.  ‘It was the best day ever’, said Holly 

Gibson.  ‘It was a brilliant 
day, thank you Mrs McIver’, 
said Brooke Law.  It is very 
important for our school to 
meet pupils from different 
traditions from Northern Ire-
land and across the border 
at these events and to be a 
part of building peace in our 
country.  Having the chance 
to rub shoulders with the 
royal couple made the event 
something that the pupils 
won’t forget.   
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The Principal, Mr Bea e, writes… 

I 
t is a pleasure to have the opportunity to contribute to the June 2017 edition of Parkhall 
News. It is always wonderful to reflect and recognise the many successes that our pupils 
have achieved in the past few months and to highlight the large number of curricular and 
extra-curricular opportunities that are open to our pupils. At the same time, it is crucial to 

acknowledge the dedication and commitment of both the teaching staff and the support staff in 
the huge contribution that they make within the school community. 

 

This is a very busy time of the year for our students in the senior school with GCSE examina-
tions and modular examinations taking place daily. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our current year 12 pupils for all that they have contributed to the college over the past five 
years. We are delighted that we have the opportunity to welcome many of these pupils back to 
us into our first ever sixth form provision starting in September. We wish all students every suc-
cess as they move on to the next stage of their lives. 

 

A highlight of this term has been monitoring the construction work of our new school build. It has 
been fascinating to observe the many years of planning actually begin to take shape, and we 
look forward to the completion in the autumn term. 

 

Can I conclude by thanking you for your continued support throughout the year and wish you an 
enjoyable and restful summer break. 

Parkhall in Pictures January‐June 2018 
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EVENTS IN SCHOOL 

Complementary Therapy  

 

Y 
ear 13 Health and Social Care were delighted to invite Ann Kennedy from Reflex-
ology Antrim.  Pupils are currently studying how complementary therapies can be 
used in supporting conventional and orthodox medicine.  Ann demonstrated a 
range of treatments such hand massage, Indian head massage, back, neck and 

shoulder massage and discussed how these treatments can benefit health and wellbeing. 

LMC Cookery Demonstration 

Y 
ear 11 Home Economics pupils were delighted to receive a tasty cookery demon-
strations from the Livestock Meat Commission.  These demonstrations are a fantas-
tic way to assist the learning process of GCSE Home Economics. LMC has 9 trained 
school cookery demonstrators who deliver messages about the nutritional benefits 

of beef and lamb, food safety, food hygiene, quality assurance, provenance and cooking 
methods.  
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Years 8 & 9 take part in ReadOn... 

Translink visits Year 8... 

I 
n January we were visited by Kevin and Susan in the Translink Safety Bus. The purpose of 
Kevin and Susan’s visit was to highlight the safety issues associated with the use of public 
transport.  Using a range of videos, education packs, props and their down to earth enthu-
siasm, they brought issues such as bus behaviour, vandalism and its effects to life. 

 

EVENTS IN SCHOOL 

I 
n February Years 8&9 took part in 
“ReadOn” during English classes. 
This sponsored event is in aid of 
Cancer Fund for Children. ReadOn 

is Cancer Fund for Children’s sponsored 
reading campaign for Primary and Sec-
ondary Schools. Pupils are encouraged 
to read for fun whilst supporting local 
children and young people living with 
cancer. Instead of following their normal 
English topics pupils were involved in a 
series of reading activities organised by 
the English Department.  
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S 
tudents from our Year 11, 
12 and 13 Leisure, Travel 
and Tourism classes at-
tended an afternoon ses-

sion with Richard McGowan on 
Wednesday 28th February. Richard is 
a past pupil of Parkhall College and 
has recently been appointed as Pro-
ject Manager of Galgorm Resort and 
Spa’s new School of Excellence for 
the Hospitality Industry. This is an 
exciting opportunity for our students 
to gain apprenticeships and a guar-
anteed  position at the Resort upon 
completion.  Richard chatted to our 
students about the Travel and Tour-
ism Industry and future develop-
ments that could affect our young 
people in their pursuit of their career. 
It was an excellent introduction to 
real job and training opportunities in 
Travel and Tourism and a continua-
tion of our links with the Resort. I am 
grateful for Richards time and sup-
port in advising our students on how 
to develop themselves in the world of 
work whilst really enjoying their chosen career.  

Pupils meet the Project Manager of Galgorm Resort... 

Terranova Drama Production... 

EVENTS IN SCHOOL 

Y 
ear 8s had the opportunity to attend a 
drama production brought to us by Ter-
ranova Productions.  The show was 
called “You Me Us and Them” and fo-

cused on the difficulties facing our society sur-
rounding diversity and inclusion.  Year 8s have 
been studying this topic in both their Citizenship 
classes and within their Shared Education work-
shops with Antrim Grammar and Crumlin Inte-
grated schools. They thoroughly enjoyed the dy-
namic play, featuring two of Northern Ireland’s 
up and coming actors Melissa Dean and Stefan 
Dunbar.  They were able to follow the thoughts 
and anxieties faced by the actors in various scenarios, and reach their own conclusions 
about the appropriate way to deal with them. 
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Out and About 

Year 12 Food Preparation trip to ‘Top of the Town’... 
 

Y 
ear 12 visited Top of the Town Restaurant in 
Antrim to fulfil the careers element of their oc-
cupational studies portfolio.  The pupils re-
ceived a talk from Sous Chef Michael and the 

trip proved invaluable to our students as they gained an 
insight into the demanding career of a leading chef, in a 
fast paced dynamic restaurant environment.  We thank 
Top of The Town for giving our pupils this experience to 
learn outside of the classroom, and for the delicious 
food that they put on for us.    

 

Y 
ear 11 Child development class were delighted to attend Sure Start Baby and Tod-
dler Event in Farranshane house. Sure Start is a Government initiative to enhance 
services for children under 4 and their families in areas of greatest need through 
better access to family support, advice on parenting, health services and early 

learning. Pupils got to talk to a range of organisations such as Libraries Ni, Sling Swing, Aq-
ua Bellies, Public Health Agency and NICMA.  

SureStart Visit... 
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Out and about 

 

Y 
ear 11 Animal Care pupils visited Mid Antrim animal sanctuary to carry out a risk 
assessment. They visited the kennels and cattery and enjoyed meeting both the 
long term residents and animals who are looking for new homes. Pupils brought a 
donation of food, enjoyed meeting Bay the Border Collie and wanted to bring him 

with us!! 

Year 11 Visits Mid Antrim Animal Sanctuary... 

Y 
ear 11 Child development enjoyed a trip to Tesco to visit the baby food aisle. Pupils 
were studying the stages of weaning and the importance of establishing good eat-
ing habits in childhood. The pupils purchased some weaning products and fresh 
items and returned to class and did a product taste test on fresh versus conven-

ience.  

Year 11 Visits Tesco... 
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Shared Educa on 

I 
n December the Student Council had their first meeting at Antrim Grammar School. Pupils 
each introduced themselves and set down some ground rules and plans for the year ahead. 
Pupils came up with statements to represent what shared education meant to them as a 
group and took them back to each schools. The statement which was voted the top was  

used by schools as a Shared Education Ethos Statement. The next meeting was held at Moss-
ley Mill where we met the Mayor of Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and talked 
about significant issues, local and throughout the world. Pupils then had a talk about what their 
views on the community were and what they would like to see change. The Shared Education 
Council planned a trip where they flew to London in May to visit Parliament and have a tour of 
the building. A very busy and exciting year! 

Out and about 

Office and Retail pupils visit Victoria Square... 

T 
he Year 11 and 12 Office 
and Retail class availed of 
the chance to take part in a 
retail trip to Victoria Square 
Belfast.  Pupils were able 

to interview employees within vari-
ous retail outlets in the centre to see 
what a job in the retail industry might 
be like. There was even time for 
some shopping and lunch despite 
the weather! 
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Integra on @Parkhall Integrated College 

P 
upils at Parkhall Integrated College celebrated integrated education month during 
March.  The theme this year was ‘Everybody outstanding’ which recognises the diversi-
ty of talents at Parkhall Integrated College and celebrates difference.  The year 8 pupils 
enjoyed taking part in drumming workshops with Thomas form Ghana and his variety of 

African drums.  One class attended a special event as a part of the ‘Amazing The Space’ peace 
programme at the Eikon exhibition centre in Lisburn. Amazing the Space is a youth-led peace-
building initiative, funded by the Northern Ireland Executive Office that empowers young people 
across Northern Ireland, to become ambassadors for peace within their communities. The project 
enables young people to contribute to a more peaceful society, acknowledging that they can be 
key agents of change in their communities.  This year’s Amazing the Space project was officially 
launched by His Royal Highness Prince Harry on Thursday 7 September 2017.  The event in Lis-
burn took place on the 23 March and was attended by more than 3,000 young people from 
schools across Northern Ireland and the border counties.  The pupils enjoyed meeting other stu-
dents, loved the radio roadshow as well as the free lunch. Mrs McIver, a teacher who accompa-
nied the pupils said ‘This was an amazing treat for our pupils and a great message to them to 
contribute to peace locally and in the World’ 

Interna onal Educa on Week 
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Year 12
We held our annual year 12 formal at the Ga
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 Formal 
lgorm Resort Ballymena in February.  
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PE  

Morgan Hanna  is a year 8 pupil in Parkhall Integrated College, she currently plays football 
for Crusaders and NI 2006 Squad 

Morgan trains with Northern Ireland every Monday, Tuesday and Sunday at Jordanstown. 

Alongside this she fits in training with Crusaders 2 nights a week and matches on a Satur-
day in the South Belfast Youth League. 

Last Season Morgan was Crusaders Youth Player of the Year. Her main position is centre 
midfield.  

Morgan is continuing the long line of girls from Parkhall Integrated College who are repre-
senting Northern Ireland. Congratulations and well done. 

Focus on…... Hanna... 
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Sports Day @ Parkhall Integrated College 
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MEET THE STAFF 
Ms Browne, Teacher of ICT and Maths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1) What’s the #1 most played song on your iPod? 

Justin Timberlake and Chris Stapleton  with “Say Something” 

  2) What is one of your favourite quotes?        

This too, shall pass.           

  3) What chore do you absolutely hate doing?       

Ironing 

  4) What is your favourite form of exercise?         

Swimming 

  5) If you could witness any event past, present or future, what would it be? 

My Mother and Fathers wedding 

  6) If you could learn to do anything, what would it be? 

Be a better photographer 

  7) What do you miss most about being a kid?      

My parents 

  8) When you have 30 minutes of free-time, how do you pass the time? 

Edit my photographs 

  9) If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 

Pay off the mortgage and book a holiday. 

  10) What was the last movie you watched?   

Legally Blonde 
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MEET THE STAFF 
Donna Wilson, Clerical Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) What’s the #1 most played song on your iPod? 

Say Something by Justin Timberlake and anything by Ludovico Einaudi  

2) What is one of your favourite quotes? 

‘Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow, the important thing is not to stop 
questioning’   Albert Einstein… 

3) What chore do you absolutely hate doing? 

Oven/fridge cleaning and food shopping! Argh!! 

 4) What is your favourite form of exercise? 

Walking particularly around the Mountains of Mourne and Cave Hill.  I also like to work 
my core by using a Medicine Ball. 

 5) If you could witness any event past, present or future, what would it be?The first 

Space shuttle launch 

 6) If you could learn to do anything, what would it be? 

How to tiger trek around Bengal and Siberia.  Just to be able to see a tiger in its natural 
habitat would be amazing.  

 7) What do you miss most about being a kid? 

Endless summer days playing a variety of outdoor activities such as hop scotch, skipping 
and rounders. Then only coming back to my house for the occasional drink of Ice Cream 
Soda or Brown lemonade! 

 8) When you have 30 minutes of free time, how do you pass the time? 

I Love to read a good book and do a bit of gardening with an emphasis on Grow Your 
Own vegetables. 

 9) If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 

Open up various Big Cat sanctuaries around India, South America and Russia. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Autumn Term 2018 

Friday 24th – Wednesday 28th   

August 
Pupil induction days  

Friday 31st August All pupils on timetable  

Monday 29th October – Friday    
2nd November  

October half-term break  

Friday 21st December  Christmas break – term finishes  

Contact us 
Steeple  Road 

Antrim 

BT41 1AF 

TEL: 028 94 468 556 

 

Follow us on twitter             Our website Facebook 

     

@Parkhall_ic     www.parkhallintegratedcollege.org  Parkhall Integrated  College 

These dates may be subject to change  


