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Katie Woods, a year 9 
pupil, is one of the 
rising stars of British 
Gymnastics, 
representing GB in the 
unique event that is 
DMT (double mini-
trampoline). 

Double mini-trampoline 
can be likened to a 
combination of 
athletics, trampolining 
and gymnastics. 
Competitors sprint 
down a carpeted track 
and hurdle onto the 
apparatus before 
performing double and 
triple somersaults with 
the same precision required on a trampoline. The only difference is that 
gymnasts have to land on a trampoline bed less than a quarter the size of a 
trampoline before performing a dismount on to a landing mat. 

This is a highly technical and difficult sport. Katie has a tremendous talent in 
this event and has reached the top of this sport for her age group. Her most 
recent event was with the Great Britain junior DMT team at the Loulé Cup in 
Portugal. 

In the team event, Katie, along with the other junior girls, won the gold 
medal, competing against nations from all over around the world. In her 
individual event, she was in third place going into the final round after 
performing two great passes in prelims. Unfortunately, she had a mishap in 
the final round, which kept her out of the medals, but did amazingly well to 
make her first international final for GB on her first outing and was placed 
eighth overall. 

Parkhall Integrated College would like to congratulate Katie on such a 
tremendous achievement and to wish her all the best for the rest of the 
season.  
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The Principal, Mr Beattie, writes… 

It is my pleasure to write to you as we reflect on what has been another busy and successful 

term here at Parkhall Integrated College. 

As always, it is exciting to welcome a new batch of year 8 pupils, and we are delighted at how 
quickly they have settled into school life. We currently have 144 year 8 pupils spread across six 
form classes. Already, these pupils have been involved in Big School Day, tracking assessments, 
attendance workshops, cyberbullying workshops and other activities. 

After many years of hoping and waiting, we are absolutely delighted to see the progress on our 
new school build. We will see the main school completed in December 2017, with the demolition 
of the old building and the additional sports facilities being completed by August 2018. I know 
both pupils and staff are very excited about getting into what will be a fabulous learning 
environment. 

In terms of academic achievement, it is always a pleasure to see so many of our year 12 pupils 
from last year returning for Prize Night in October, and it was very pleasing to see that so many 
had returned to our first ever post-16 group. We have been delighted that fifty pupils have 
decided to return to us to undertake a range of vocational subjects. The guest speaker, Mrs 
Shirley Henderson, the first head girl of Parkhall High, entertained a large audience, and it is 
always a delight to see so many of our pupils fulfilling their potential. This was particularly the 
case this year where a record-breaking 86% of our pupils gained at least five A*-C grades, with a 
large number of pupils gaining 8, 9, 10 or 11 A*-C grades. Indeed, 67% of our pupils gained the 
benchmark for selective schools of seven A*-C grades, which was extremely pleasing. Details of 
Prize Night and all the other events throughout the first term can be found on the school website: 
www.parkhallintegratedcollege.org.  

The internal school exams were completed in December, and reports will be issued towards the 
end of the month. The parent consultation meetings will take place throughout the second term, 
and we will forward details in due course.  

The support of local businesses is greatly acknowledged through the continuation of our 
Business Community Partnership Scheme, which is supporting the roll-out of our whole-school 
rewards structure. On behalf of the pupils, I would like to say a huge thank-you to these 
companies.  

In closing, I would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you a very Happy and 
Peaceful New Year. 

http://www.parkhallintegratedcollege.org/
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EVENTS IN SCHOOL 

Year 12 First Aid 

T 
he year 12 Occupational Studies Care group have completed their first aid 
training. Louise from Berry First Aid delivered the course over two classes, and 
the pupils learned how to place a casualty into the recovery position, use a 
defibrillator and treat sprains, burns and incidents of choking. This training will 

come in useful in the near future as a number of these pupils are ready to take up 
placements in child-care settings as part of their work experience, and most of the pupils 
in this group are keen to work in a care setting once they leave school. It was a very 
enjoyable and informative experience for all involved.  

Year 11 Pupils Meet Mervyn 

Y 
ear 12 GCSE Home Economics received a talk from Mervyn Jones, who is an 
independent local produce consultant. Mervyn talked to the pupils about ethical 
and environmental issues surrounding food choices. The pupils enjoyed the 
talk, and it helped them to complete their controlled assessment . 
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Events In School 

World Animal Day 

I 
n October, our year 11 Animal Care class celebrated World Animal Day by producing posters 
highlighting animal rights and welfare issues. The pupils sampled vegan cheese, yogurts and 
ice cream. World Animal Day helps raise the status of animals in order to improve welfare 
standards around the globe. 

Skills NI 

A 
ll year 13 pupils had the opportunity to 

visit the Skills NI 2017 careers fair. This 

was held at the Titanic Exhibition Centre 

in Belfast and was the first out-of-school 

visit for our newly established sixth form. There 

was a wide range of exhibitors keen to provide 

information on qualifications, career pathways, 

university courses and apprenticeships. Our pupils 

had the chance to host a news bulletin with the 

Belfast Met. media department, handle giant snails 

and bearded geckos with Belfast Zoo, try to walk 

while wearing ‘beer googles’ with the PSNI, and 

design a suspension bridge with the Institute of 

Civil Engineers. The event bombarded our pupils 

with ample facts and figures to help them in their 

career action planning for post 18.  



5 

Shared Education  

S 
ome of our year 12 prefects volunteered to assist the year 8 and year 9 Shared 

Education programme for this year. They attended a training workshop in Antrim 

Grammar School on Wednesday 4
th
 October. They met prefects and teachers from 

AGS and St. Benedict’s and worked in teams to get to know each other and learn 

ways to support younger pupils in the Shared Education sessions. Mrs McIver reported that 

they were brilliant ambassadors for the school and said that she looked forward to having them 

assist her and the pupils in the 2017-18 school year. 

Shared Education Prefects 

I 
nternational Day of Peace was celebrated in Parkhall Integrated College on 21

st 
September 

with a special assembly. Mrs McIver, co-ordinator for integrated education, spoke about the 

importance of peace in the world today and two new year 8 pupils recited the college’s 

peace pledge, which sets out the school’s commitment to a peaceful environment. This 

pledge will soon be displayed in the new school building. Also, two pupils who won prizes in a 

NASUWT anti-racism competition in July read their winning poems aloud to the other students. 

The students, Alexandra Peacock and Jezliah Geogy wrote poems of a very high standard. A 

number of other pupils were acknowledged for their impressive artwork and literature to reflect 

the fight against racism in school and in the community.  

International Day of Peace 



6 

Out and About 
Muckamore Nursery Visit 

Y 
ear 12 Care visited Muckamore Nursery School. The pupils spent the morning 
interacting with the children, playing games both inside and outside in the ‘muck garden’ 
and helping to serve the children their snacks. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed their visit 
and didn’t want to leave. Many thanks to the staff of Muckamore for welcoming us. 

I 
n November, David Pilkington from 

Sentinus came into school to talk to 

our year 13 ICT students about the 

IT sector in Northern Ireland. This 

gave our students the opportunity to 

investigate the exciting world of career 

opportunities offered by the information 

and communications technology sector in 

Northern Ireland. This is one of the 

fastest growing sectors of the Northern 

Ireland economy and shows no signs of 

slowing down. It offers plenty of exciting 

opportunities for young people and is the 

place to be. David delivered a 

presentation to our pupils and they found 

out more about working in the ICT sector. 

Sentinus Visit 
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Out and About 

O 
ur Food Preparation classes visited a local bakery to learn about the 
presentation of food and careers choices linked to the ‘day in the life of a baker’. 
Whilst at the bakery, the pupils gained invaluable experiences which they can 
bring back to the classroom and use to enhance their skills in presenting food as 

if it were for sale, which is an essential part of their course. All pupils were able to research 
and produce a leaflet of possible careers that they could pursue as a result of the Food 
Preparation course on offer at Parkhall Integrated College. We would like to thank Bushes 
Bakery for their continued efforts in helping us to deliver a curriculum outside the 
classroom. 

A Day in the Life of a Baker 
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Prize Night 2017

We held our annual awards ceremony on Thursday 26th October in junior school with over five hundred pupils, parents and guest

Parkhall High School was our guest of honour. 
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Prize Night 2017 

We held our annual awards ceremony on Thursday 26th October in junior school with over five hundred pupils, parents and guests attending the event. Shirley Henderson, who was the first head girl at 
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T 
he new year 8 pupils at Parkhall Integrated College enjoyed learning about integrated 

education with Mrs McIver and Mrs Crossey as part of their induction programme in their 

first days at school. They played games to get to know each other and to learn about 

what it means to go to an integrated school. They had fun using wooden blocks to build 

integration ideas and they made postcards to send to pupils in other countries. A great time was 

had by all the pupils, who looked very smart in their new uniforms and worked brilliantly together. 

Year 8 Integration Workshop 

O 
n Tuesday 7

th
 

November, Parkhall 

Integrated College were 

honoured to host a 

performance from The 

Lyric Theatre in Belfast. 

The play was ‘Black Out’ by Davey 

Anderson. 

Its main character was a young man 

called James, whose personal 

circumstances and reactions lead 

him into drugs and alcohol, resulting 

in charges of assault, arson and attempted murder. 

Around ninety pupils from year 11 attended the action-packed performance and came away 

encouraged to think about these social issues. 

The actors were incredible and they, along with three young men who are currently serving in 

Hydebank, took part in a Q&A session that was both moving and informative. 

Parkhall hosts “The Lyric Theatre” 

Events in School 
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Mrs McIver Visits China 

M 
rs McIver, Modern Languages teacher and integrated education co-ordinator at 

Parkhall Integrated College spent the Halloween break in China visiting the 

school’s new international partner school, Haishu Foreign Languages school. As 

part of a British Council and Chinese Education Bureau-funded programme, Mrs 

McIver had the opportunity, along with ten other UK teachers and principals, to spend a 

week meeting education delegates, observing lessons and teaching English in the Chinese 

school. She had a warm welcome and learnt a great deal from the teachers and school’s 

management. She taught some lessons and shared good practice from the N.I. curriculum. 

This programme is designed to encourage and form links between the UK and Chinese 

schools, so that we can learn from each other and begin subject-specific projects, teacher-

and-pupil exchanges and cultural learning. Parkhall Integrated College has previously 

formed links with schools in other countries and is very excited about this new opportunity to 

expand the pupils’ learning in citizenship, education for mutual understanding and personal 

development, which is of great importance in this integrated school . 
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PE 

T 
he year 9 girls have played five matches, winning three and drawing two. They have 

scored nine goals and conceded only one. They have two more fixtures to complete 

the league, and it will probably come down to a final-game battle with Ballyclare 

Secondary School. The Parkhall goals have come from Ellie Johnson, Hannah 

McGrath, Danielle Olliver and Laura Barancova. 

 

East Antrim Under-13 Hockey League 

East Antrim Under-15 Hockey League 

T 
he year 11 girls have been helped out by some year 10 girls. They have played four 

games so far, winning three and losing one. Goals have come from Katie McBride 

(year 10), Emma Byrne, Nicole Clyde and Niamh Faulkner.  

Year 12 Boys Meet the Marines 

o n Wednesday 11
th
 October, Mr Martin took sixteen of our year 12 pupils to palace 

barracks in Holywood to have a day out with the Royal Marines. This was no normal 
day out, as the boys would agree. They were certainly put through their paces and 
given a small insight into what life might be like as a marine. The boys took part in rifle 

shooting, zip lining, fitness training, team-building exercises and the highlight of the day: the 
armed and unarmed physical combat display in which the marines showed their ability to disable 
a combatant. At the end of the day's activities, all of the boys agreed that they had really enjoyed 
their day and the great insight they had obtained into what daily life may be like in the armed 
forces. 
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Parkhall Youth Club 

M 
embers of Parkhall Youth Club and year 12 pupils at Parkhall Integrated College 
(Katie, Leah, Rachel and Katie) received their OCN level 1 Youth Development 
course award. This course took place at Parkhall Youth course and gave participants 
the opportunity to discover more about the theory and practice of youth work while 

gaining an accredited certificate from the Open College Network. 

Pupils Complete OCN Youth Development Course 

I 
n recent events at 
Parkhall Youth Club, 
young people have been 
taking part in special 

nights, such as Disney 
Villains night and the 
Awesome Science Project in 
association with Barnardo’s. 
The picture shows only one of 
the many activities which take 
place at the club throughout 
the year. Events and project 
work are designed to 
enhance the provision on 
offer while providing fun 
opportunities and new 
learning opportunities for the 
members of the club. 
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MEET THE STAFF 
Mrs A Creighton, Classroom Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) What’s the #1 most played song on your iPod? 

   True Intimacy by Rend Collective 

2) What is one of your favourite quotes? 

   Take care of the things that are precious to God, and He will take care of the  

   things that are precious to you. Matthew 6:33 

3) What chore do you absolutely hate doing? 

   Ironing – with four kids, it never ends. 

4) What is your favourite form of exercise? 

   Cycling or park run in Antrim. 

5) If you could witness any event past, present or future, what would it be? 

   My children owning their own homes, irons and ironing boards. 

6) If you could learn to do anything, what would it be? 

   I’ve always wanted to play the flute. I found one when clearing out my mother-in-  

   law’s attic recently. I booked a flute teacher at church and sit my first exam next  

   March. 

7) What do you miss most about being a kid? 

   Gardening with my dad. He grew everything. 

8) When you have 30 minutes of free time, how do you pass the time? 

   I go for a blast on my bike. 

9) If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 

   A cruise or skiing holiday with my family. 

10) What was the last movie you watched?  

   Paddington 2 – you have got to see it. 
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MEET THE STAFF 
Miss K Nutt, Home Economics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) What’s the #1 most played song on your iPod? 

   All Eyes on Me by Tupac 

2) What is one of your favourite quotes? 

   You can easily judge the character of a man by the way he treats an animal 

3) What chore do you absolutely hate doing? 

   Ironing  

4) What is your favourite form of exercise? 

   Swimming  

 5) If you could witness any event past, present or future, what would it be? 

   The battle of Mogadishu 1993 

 6) If you could learn to do anything, what would it be? 

   Sing  

 7) What do you miss most about being a kid? 

   Having my own horse 

 8) When you have 30 minutes of free-time, how do you pass the time? 

   Reading 

 9) If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 

   Buy a three-star event horse 

10) What was the last movie you watched? 

   Black Hawk Down 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Spring Term 2018 

Wednesday 3
rd

 January First day of term 

Friday 12
th
 January 

Exceptional closure - pupils do not 

attend school. 

Monday 12
th
 February 

Exceptional closure - pupils do not 

attend school. 

Tuesday 13
th
 - Friday 16

th
 

February 
Half term 

Monday 26
th
 March -  

Friday 6
th
 April 

Easter Break 

Summer Term 2018 

Monday 9
th
 April First day of term 

Monday 7
th
 May Public holiday 

Monday 28
th
 May Public holiday 

Friday 29
th
 June Last day of term 

Contact us 
Steeple Road 

Antrim 

BT41 1AF 

TEL: 02894 462963 

FAX: 02894 465620 

Follow us on twitter       Our website Facebook 

   

@Parkhall_ic   www.parkhallintegratedcollege.org  Parkhall Integrated College 

http://www.parkhallintegratedcollege.org

